Abuzaid1

Abdullah Abuzaid
Professor Robert Peach
ENGLISH 100
[bookmark: _GoBack]May 23 2018
Overdependence on Electricity by Humans and Its Catastrophic Consequences.
Human beings have become very dependent of electrical and technology at large. It almost seems like we would not survive if it stopped functioning for a while. Communication would be cut off as our cell phones and computers all require power to function and the cities becoming as dark as pitch.[footnoteRef:1]  Transportation would come to a stop with airports closed, all railway stations and gas stations a well. This feels sad.[footnoteRef:2] Life would go far back into the days the human race had not discovered power but the challenge would be survival, back then they had alternatives and managed to live on them. There would be no food as production industries would remain shut, no school, no hospitals and a crime full world as a result of darkness. We could cease existing! However, I think that we would just need some time to figure out the solution due the extent we have adapted to power use so far.[footnoteRef:3] Therefore, in this paper, I will be analyzing the extent to which humans have use technology which keeps them indoors for the better time of their lives rather than spending time in the natural environment and get used to it, and what would possibly happen in the event that the world experienced a power shut down. [1:  simile]  [2:  Short sentence]  [3:  super literalism] 

Our dependence on electricity could have potentially catastrophic consequences if there was to be a disruption in circuits that run our cities’ power grids. It will lead to a breakdown in communication, interrupting our use of cell phones, a shutdown of various technologies on which we rely for transportation and environmental damage.
Are we raising a generation of nature-phobic kids?
Campbell James points out that overreliance to electricity make us nature-phobic. He had a trip with his daughter and both of them were afraid of the surrounding environment. He observes that most people with phobia of the natural environment preoccupied a dangerous experience with the surrounding. He says we are supposed to allow ourselves to get used to nature and raise our kids the same way so that we are ready for the time when technology will not exist anymore. He argues, “Our bodies are created to go out to the nature, not to be afraid of animals and sounds”. We are nature phobic because we do not interact with nature – which we are designed to – that is why we need to change and ignore technology that keeps us indoors all the time and go out in order to curb this fear.[footnoteRef:4] Kids are spending too much time indoors playing video games on ipads which is a common situation even among adults who spend 93% of their lives either indoors or in cars. That is why most Americans suffer from biphobia where they fear animals, sounds and heights (Campbell & James 16).[footnoteRef:5] Alternative energy should be an option, such as solar, wind and hydro. These are energy sources that are dependent of nature and therefore the likelihood of failure is almost invisible. They are not prone to cyber-attacks and can therefore last a lifetime. [4:  Dash skewer]  [5:  telescoping] 



Protecting the power grid.
Kelvin & Begos are concerned about the cyber security issues that would befall the power grid-quite sensitive.[footnoteRef:6] They say, “It is experiencing a growing number of cyber-attacks and other targets”. They warn about the possible attacks by terror groups and other saboteurs which would compromise the power grid and possibly result to damages that might take two or more years to fix. America relies on electricity in everything ranging from food production, means of transport and even health. It is the backbone of everyday life.[footnoteRef:7] Therefore, the government should work hand in hand with other agencies to prevent attacks from happening. (Kelvin & Begos 4)  [6:  dash]  [7:  metaphor] 

What damage could an electrical breakdown cause on communication?
“If the power grid was shut down, not only lights would go out, but also water and gas will stop pumping” (0;17-0;42). All devices will stop functioning and actual chaos will commence. Internet would also disappear and the four hundred and eighty-seven exabytes of data will be lost. Communication would no longer be possible and one hundred and seventeen thousand calls would remain unanswered.” Communication is core, therefore without computers and cell phones, conducting normal businesses will not be possible and therefore people will not have sufficient financial resources to sustain them. Production lines and the rate of looting, hunger and illness will also rise dramatically.



What damage could an electrical breakdown cause on transportation?
The shutdown will lead to a malfunction on technologies we mostly rely on for transportation. “More than ten thousand airplanes on air will fall since usually a plane takes off every five seconds in the world. Ships will also remain stuck in water and 1.015 billion cars that exist will not start again” (1;17-1;31). This would mean that movement from one place to another across the world like going to work, school, business meetings and any other daily movements will no longer be possible therefore the general human activity will reduce and therefore lower productivity in the end we will starve and finally die.
What damage could an electrical breakdown cause on the environment?
The shutdown would cause damages that would give rise to chaos on the environment. All devices will stop functioning and actual chaos will commence. “The crime rate will reach the land of Honduras where ninety people out of a hundred will be killed each year with 30% of the world’s population dying in two months while the rest plunge into stone age.” (1;57-2;05).   Without electricity humanity will be finished. However more than one hundred and fifty years ago there was practically no electricity, therefore humans would probably just need a little more time to figure out how to survive”.
Conclusion.
“The grid seems alive, like some enormous nervous system” (Brennan & Timothy 1). Human beings need to be prepared and start interacting with nature so that they do not become devastated in the event of power grid failure. We should upgrade our lifestyles, stop spending much of our time indoors and instead go out for nature walks, visit parks, water bodies just to kill the fear we have for the natural environment.[footnoteRef:8] Kids should also be raised the same way, playing outside (roaming in the fields) rather than being indoors on play station the whole day so that they grow free of biphobia.[footnoteRef:9] Alternative sources of energy such as wind, solar and hydro should also be adopted, which are less prone to cyber-attacks unlike the power grid, are dependent of the nature, are not very likely to fail and are also renewable and environmental friendly.[footnoteRef:10]  [8:  Melted together words]  [9:  telescoping]  [10:  freighting] 
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